
Help the whio
back to its family

You can either print this gameboard, print out the printer-friendly gameboard or make your 
own. Take turns rolling the dice and follow the instructions. Help navigate the duckling 

down the river back to its family. 

All you need is:

Printed board game, counters  

and a dice
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You are a bit scared 
on your own. But 

you remember your      
blue-grey feathers 

help you camouflage in 
the river.

Move ahead 1 space.

DOC staff have just 
laid out traps along 

the riverbank. 

Miss a turn while 
you enjoy this safe 

stretch of river. START

Nice paddling!

You made it back to 
your family!
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There are lots of 

yummy mayflies in this 
part of the river. 

Miss a turn while you 
refuel.

A journalist is doing a 
story on whio. 

Move back 2 spaces to 
give them time to get 
the perfect picture. 

These are awesome 
rapids!

Tuck up those feet 
and move ahead 1 

space.

Volunteers are 
cleaning up the 

riverbank and planting 
native trees.

Miss a turn so they 
can see what they are 

saving...you!

You spot a dog  that 
is specially trained to 

sniff you out. 

Miss a turn while 
you  hide as you don’t 

realise it is there to 
help you. 

You can nearly see 
your family but a big 

rapid knocks you 
over. Luckily your 

waterproof feathers 
keep you warm.

Move ahead 1 space. 

This section of the 
river is a bit slow. 

Use your big webbed 
feet to paddle ahead 

2 spaces. 
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A group of trampers 
have left their rubbish 
behind - that’ll attract 

rats!

Go back 1 space to 
hide from them. 

A conservationist 
catches you to put 
a band on your leg 

so you can be easily 
counted in the future. 

Go back 2 spaces 
while you get used to 

the new band. 

Ferrets like to hunt 
near riverbanks with 

overhangs just like 
this one. 

Paddle faster and 
move ahead 2 spaces. 
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A farmer hasn’t kept 
his cows fenced in and 
they’ve destroyed the 

river banks.

There’s no point 
stoppping here so roll  

again.
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That stoat has stolen 
an egg. 

Race ahead 1 space so 
it doesn’t get you!
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